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The Organization of American States unites the 
twenty-one republics of the Western Hemisphere for 
the common purpose of maintaining the peace, free- 
dom, security, and welfare of all Americans. The 
member states sre: Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, 
Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, the Dominican Republic, 


Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras, 
Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, the 
United States, Uruguay, and Venezuela. 


The OAS had its inception in 1890 during the First 


International Conference of American States, which 
met in Washington. Today, it operates through a 
large number of different agencies and institutions 


throughout the Hemisphere, all contributing to the 
common objective of preserving the peace and se- 
curity of the member states and promoting, by co- 
operative action, their economic, social, and cultural 
development. 

The Pan American Union, central permanent organ 
and General Secretariat of the OAS, has its head- 
quarters in Washington, D.C. Called ‘“‘The House of 
the Americas,”’ its main building of white marble, 
with its tropical patio and Aztec Garden, is visited 
each year by thousands of Americans from all parts 
of the Western Hemisphere. 

Pan American Day is celebrated annually through- 
out the Americas on April 14. 


Opposite: Rajting on Rio Grande is unusual 
tourist attraction in Jamaica. See page 22 
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